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RESEARCH INTERESTS

I have over two decades of experience in survey methodology and gerontology-related research
as Interim Director / Director of Survey Research at the University Center for Social and Urban
Research (UCSUR) at the University of Pittsburgh. | have designed, directed and conducted
statistical analyses on dozens of large-scale surveys of both general and targeted populations
covering a broad range of social, clinical, and health topics. In addition to survey methodology
and measurement, my research has focused on three areas: (1) the health effects of family
caregiving; (2) the development and application of technologies that enhance functioning and
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technology for collecting self-report data on abuse, racial/ethnic differences in the prevalence
and experience of elder abuse, and susceptibility to financial exploitation.
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University of Pittsburgh

1999-present Director/Survey Research Program, University Center for Social and
Urban Research, University of Pittsburgh

1993 — 1999 Senior Research Specialist, University Center for Social and Urban
Research, University of Pittsburgh
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2020-present Hansol Kim (NRRTC on Family Support). Researched Directed:
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GRANT SUPPORT

90RTGEO0002 (NIDILRR) Beach, Donovan, Parmanto (Pls) 9/30/19-9/30/24
Center for Research, Training, and Dissemination of Family Support for People with Disabilities
Across the Life Course

The mission of this Center is to facilitate the rapid translation and dissemination of state-of-the-

art research and training to inform direct services and support programs designed to improve
care, health, and quality of life of people with disabilities (PwD) and their families. The center
aims to: (1) Advance state-of-the-science research in caregiving, rehabilitation, and e-health
self-management support in PwD and their family caregivers with the goal of maintaining
independent living in the community; (2) train health and rehabilitation providers and
researchers to support families caring for PwD; (3) leverage findings from center research
projects to advance the capacity of healthcare and public health systems to deliver high-quality,
tailored support to family caregivers of PwD, and; (4) utilize dynamic mechanisms to translate
and disseminate knowledge to PwD, family caregivers, policymakers, service providers,
researchers, employers, and other key stakeholders.

1R01AG055511-01 (NIH) Beach (PI) 4/1/17-3/31/22
Understanding Factors Influencing Financial Exploitation among Diverse Samples of Older
Adults

The specific aims of this project are (1) to examine the impact of financial scam susceptibility
(exposure and vulnerability) on incidence of financial exploitation (FE); (2) to examine the
impact of socio-demographic factors (e.g., age, education) and social integration/isolation on
scam susceptibility and FE; (3) To examine the impact of general cognitive abilities and financial
skills/advice and support (a) on scam susceptibility and FE; and (b) as mediators of
relationships between socio-demographic factors, social integration/isolation, scam
susceptibility and FE; and (4) To examine the impact of psychosocial factors (trust, impulsivity,
and depression) on scam susceptibility and FE. Understanding multiple pathways tor FE is
important for the development of interventions to heighten awareness and minimize risk.

RO1HL131731 (NHLBI/NIH) Switzer (PI) 1/6/18-12/31/21
Identifying Predictors of Poor Health-Related Quality of Life among Pediatric Hematopoietic
Stem Cell Donors

This project focuses on the physical, psychological, and emotional experiences of children who
donate stem cells to an ill sibling. Data will be collected via telephone interviews with pediatric
donors and their family members. Findings will be used to design interventions to improve
quality-of-life in donors and their families.




R01DK114085-01 (NIH) Jhamb (PI) 7/5/17- 6/30/22
Technology Assisted Stepped Collaborative Care Intervention (TASCCI) to Improve Patient
Centered Outcomes in Hemodialysis Patients

The goal of the proposed TASCCI study is to test the effectiveness of a stepped collaborative
care approach for alleviating patient reported symptoms and improving quality of life in a multi-
center randomized controlled trial of 150 diverse hemodialysis patients from Pennsylvania and
New Mexico. We will compare the effectiveness of our 12-week intervention of pharmaco-
and/or behavioral-therapy (technology-delivered) with an attention control arm of health
education to improve key patient-centered outcomes and explore the effect on inflammatory
biomarkers.

UN2016-85266 (Pittsburgh Foundation) James (PI) 9/1/16-8/31/19
The Caregiver Project

This project will involve systematically gathering and translating research evidence into sound
policy and practice improvements that will make Western Pennsylvania a model for a
nationwide “culture of caregiving.” Informal caregivers increasingly play an important role in
providing health care for millions of chronically ill and disabled Americans, often significantly
reducing hospitalizations and nursing home stays. We can be a region in which healthcare
providers, employers, and communities collaborate to meaningfully improve the lives and health
of informal caregivers and their care recipients.

5R01 DE014899 09 (NIH) Marazita (PI) 4/1/16-3/31/21
Factors Contributing to Oral Health Disparities in Appalachia

The long-term goal of this research is to determine the sources of oral health disparity in a high
risk Northern Appalachian population so that targeted preventive interventions can be designed.

1R01 HL130388-01 (NIH) Switzer (PI) 2/1/16-1/31/19
Improving the Availability of Younger Unrelated Hematopoietic Stem Cell Donors

Younger potential unrelated hematopoietic stem cell (HSC) donors aged 18-30 are both the
most clinically desirable and least available to donate after having preliminarily matched a
patient in need of an HSC transplant. The ultimate goal of the proposed investigation is to
improve availability of this younger donor group.

5R01AT008685 (NIH) Creswell (PI) 9/15/15-7/31/20
Mindfulness Meditation Training in Lonely Older Adults

The broad aim of this research is to evaluate whether mindfulness meditation training reduces
loneliness and inflammatory disease risk in lonely older adults. Lonely older adults (aged 55+
years) are a population that is increasing in size in the United States relative to other segments
of the population and they have significantly elevated health risks (e.g., increased inflammation,
cardiovascular disease, depression, and mortality). Interventions that can reduce loneliness
have significant potential to reduce the health risks and mortality in this growing but
understudied patient population.

U1QHP28736-01 (HRSA) Schulz (PI) 7/1/15-9/30/19
Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program (GWEP)

The GWEP is a consortium of the Univ. of Pittsburgh, the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System,
Penn State Univ., and UPMC, with Pitt as the lead institution. Through this collaboration we are
able to provide interprofessional training and access to resources for older adults and their
families throughout HHS Region II.

1 R01 HS022889-01A1 (AHRQ) Matthews (PI) 10/1/14-9/30/19
Self-management via Health Kiosk by Community-residing Older Adults




This project will study older adults’ views, motivations, and patterns of use of an adaptive,
community-based, multi-user health kiosk over 18 months of study participation. The goal is to
understand how and why older adults use a health kiosk to live a healthier lifestyle and monitor
and manage selected chronic conditions.

5R01 DK101715-02 (NIH) Myaskovsky (PI) 9/8/14-7/31/19
Increasing Equity in Transplant Evaluation and Living Donor Kidney Transplantation

We will test the efficacy and cost effectiveness of a comprehensive, system-level fast-track
kidney transplant evaluation for minorities in reducing time to complete transplant evaluation.
And, using a randomized-controlled trial, we will test the effectiveness of an educational video
and booklet to encourage discussion and pursuit of living donor kidney transplant.

R01 CA149105 (NIH) Dubowitz (PI) 5/4/10-3/31/19
Does a New Supermarket Improve Dietary Behaviors of Low-income African Americans?

This study examines the impact of the introduction of a full-service grocery store into a
predominantly African American, low income, urban neighborhood on food purchasing
behaviors and diet. The study uses a matched quasi-experimental design in which the grocery
store neighborhood and a demographically similar neighborhood with no grocery store are
compared pre- and post-store introduction.

7R01 CA168959-02 (NIH) Mehrotra (PI) 8/1/13-2/28/17
Measuring and Improving Colonoscopy Quality Using Natural Language Processing

The major goals of this project are to use a natural language processing (NLP) — based
computer software application for measuring the quality of colonoscopies (C-QUAL) to: (1)
measure colonoscopy quality; (2) understand what drives variation in colonoscopy quality; and
(3) improve colonoscopy quality using provider feedback in a sample of physicians.

5U01 DK085587-05 (RAND/NIH)  Dubowitz (PI) 5/1/13-4/30/17
Impact of Greenspace Improvement on Physical Activity in a Low Income Community

The major goals of this project are to examine the extent that greenspace renovations will result
in increased physical activity (PA), including more active transport and utilization of greenspace
(i.e., parks, outdoor stairwells, connecting trails). Further, we will examine to the extent to which
effects are mediated by social cognitive factors and moderated by perceived accessibility, social
cohesion, and safety.

5U01 DK085587-05 (NSA/US Army) Scherlis (PI) 5/1/13-3/27/15
H-USE: Home User Security Behavior Study

The major goals of this project are to establish a panel of home internet users whose security
behavior will be monitored over time. Such a panel will combine tracking, survey, and
experiment data, enabling multi-disciplinary researchers to gain unprecedented access to and
understanding of end users’ and hackers’ security mindsets, trade-offs, and behaviors.

5R01 AG041778-02 (NIH) Kamarck (PI) 4/1/13-6/31/18
Social Integration, daily social interaction and health risk pathways in midlife

The major goals of this project are test whether features of daily social interaction account for
associations between (1) social integration (Sl) and positive and negative affect during daily life;
(2) Sl and negative daily health behaviors; and (3) Sl and biological pathways potentially linked
with disease risk.

2010-1J-CX-0023 (Dept. of Justice) Beach (PI) 1/1/11-12/31/12
An Examination of Resident Abuse in Assisted Living Facilities

In this proposal, we build on our prior pilot work on elder abuse, and propose to examine
resident abuse in assisted living facilities (ALFs). Six categories of elder abuse will be examined




(i.e., verbal, physical, material, psychological, medication, and sexual abuse). The proposal has
three specific aims: (1) Examine resident abuse from family and staff reported by nurse aides in
a nationally representative sample of ALFs; (2) Expand the scope of our understanding of
resident abuse by including medication abuse in ALFs; and (3) Identify facility practices in ALFs
that nurse aides and Directors of Nursing believe prevent or contribute to abuse of residents.

5U01 DK085587-05 (NIH) Humar (PI) 9/1/10-8/31/14
A2ALL Cohort Study: Psychosocial and Surgical Outcomes

The major goals of this project are to study the short- and long-term effects of Adult Living
Donor Liver Transplantation (ALDLT) on the donor and recipient and to gain insight into unique
donor and recipient issues through study of this innovative procedure, which will be achieved by
full participation in the A2ALL consortium in collaboration with other transplant centers and the
data coordinating center.

EEC-0540865 (NSF) Kanade (P1) 6/1/07-5/31/13
Quality of Life Technology Center

One of several NSF funded Engineering Research Centers, the primary goal of this project are
to improve the quality of life in a large and growing segment of the population — people with
reduced functional capacities due to aging or disability — through the application of cutting-edge
technologies.

1 R21 AG028015-01 (NIA) Beach (PI) 9/1/06-8/31/08

Testing Survey methods for Collecting Data on Elder Mistreatment Prevalence

The goals of this project are to test the feasibility, acceptability, cost implications, reliability, and

validity of survey methodologies for collecting self-report data from elder mistreatment victims and those
who provide in-home services to elderly clients in Allegheny County PA.

NO01-AR-4-2270 (NIAMS) Beach (PI) 5/14/04-11/14/06
Core Measures of the Burden of Skin Disease

The objective of this contract was to develop core measures of the burden of skin disease to
generate data on the incidence, prevalence, economic burden, quality of life, and disability and
handicap related to skin disease.

P01HL040962 (NHLBI/NIH) Gianaros (PI) 4/1/97-6/30/23
Biobehavioral Studies of Cardiovascular Disease

Telephone interviewing will be used to recruit and screen subjects to participate in this Program
Project. Results of the studies will advance mechanistic and translational science on the
neurobiology of cardiovascular disease risk in midlife.
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